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Of ſome People, about 


Pleaving Guilty. 


HE N the Houſe of Commons firſt exhibit 

ed Impeachments againſt the Seven Lor 
taken at the Defeat of the Rebels at Preſt 
and ſent the Articles againſt them up to 

[Houſe of Lords, the Lords, according to the uſual Cour. 

of Proceedings in ſuch Caſes, appointed the Impeachd 

Lords to attend, and allow'd them Time to give in thei 

Anſwer. EE 7 GI 

| While chis Part was depending, it was the comme 

Diſcourſ of the Town, That giving them Lime was bu 

g piece of needleſs ' urmality, a of Banter upon 

their Circumſtances, a Thing of no AgHificatiot, that in- 

WW deed it gain d them a few Days to live, and to prepare for 

another World, which was the only Thing they ought to 

have in their View, but that it was of no other et, 
For what can they plead? ſaid the Peonle. who ſpoke of.” 

thoſe Things with any Judgment, Were noc tney t. en i 

ums? Were they not in open Rebellion, au“ e Pri- 

ners in the Action, Surrendered at Diſeretio mt 

.ierals, and brought immediately hither from 

Place of Battle? Can ſuch Men bring any Pl 

can they have to ay #7. yr . 

= Tho this was the Diſcoutls without Do 
the Perſons themſelves there ” 1 other TI 
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5 1 with their Friends; and the Debates that 
E happen'd upon this Subject, as well among themſelves as 
among other People, may be very uſeful or us to know 
. Jomething of, as well as to let us into the Secret Hiſtory 
of their Conduct, as to inform us who were in their Inte- te 
reit, and upon what Foot their Friends endeavour'd to Wt! 
- fave them. MM 1 
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them, and who a, with the uttermoſt Diligence, to WM 4 
gain to them the 


It was eafie to ſee who would befriend them of Courſe ; 
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py, from whom@othing was expected, and therefore 
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And if it is true, that they had, upon thoſe Apphcati-» 
ons, ſome private Aſſurance given them, That by ts 

ſtrength of their Intereſt amon+ the Nobility, the whole 
Hou of Lords would be brougat to Addreſs His Majeſty 


* 
« to ſhew them Mercy, who can blame them for promifing 
o Wth:mſclves their Lives, «eſpecially confidering the native: i 
iemency of His Majeſty, and the Inclination all good 
h Wings have to ſpare the Blood of their People 
1 But in all theſe Meaſures, there has been ſo much In- 
r tri-gue, ſuch Nicety of Management, ſuch Subtilty o 
o Application, and ſuch Induſtry uſed on one Hand, and 
t ſueh Court Fineneſs, ſuch diſcovery of Perſons and Prin- 
f ciples on the other, that it muſt be very Diverting, as wel! 
as Improving, to give ſome Account of it to the World. 
5 The Meaſures, as have ſaid, having been taken to 
2 form their Intereſt, and thoſe Meaſures having ſucceeded, | 
gen besoggl their ExpeBation, the elt Thing to be ob | 
, WH fer d is, How agreeable to all good Men, and eſpecial 
to Men of Honour and Quality, it is to be apply'd tof | 
ſhewing Mercy to Men in Diſtreſs, in a Court fo Gall? 
ſo Soft, fo Humane, I had almoſt faid fo Chriſtiar 
that of this Kingdom, what Wondapisit, that an hu 
Application, by Perſons of Honour under Misfor 
found powerful Advocates; and made ſenſible Inipre 
upon the Minds of ſome Great Perſons in the Kingde 
Cilemency and Charity are the Glory, the one of Ne. 
lity, the other of Chriſtianity, and when theſe are 
powerful Arguments to be uſed, whegtheſe are the Key, 
how eafie is it to unlock the Breaſt#F ſuch Perſons wh 
are fill'd with Principles of Honour and Chriſtianity?” 
had much rather give theſe for Reaſons, why the Appli 
cations of the diitrefled Lords gain d them ſo eaſie, ant 
ſo | an acceſs to the Hearts of ſome, whoſe Pot 
and Truſts, Porn, mut ſeem to have engaged then 
another Way; and of: Whom it might have been expect 
ed, that their Concern for the Safety. and Pꝰacs of then 
Royal Maſter, the Honour of His Government, and the 
Good of their Country, ſhould have apen'd their Eyes | 
to the Neceſſity of Publick Juſtics at that Time, than 
have it to ſay of any, That it rather open'd their Ears te 
che Petitions. of thoſe who had put their Hands to the 
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© 4 40 RAS) _ „ 
horrid Work, of their Country's Deſtruction, and made . 
them n for thofe who had rais'd a Civil War in f 
in its Bowels, *riking at the Perſon and Family of our = 
Sovereign, the Foundation of the Proteſtant Intereſt, — 
and at the very Root of the Conſtitution. 1 
I am very loth alſo to entertain an Opinion ſo groſs in 
it 1elf, bag #.: remote from Charity, which nevertheleſs 
ſome ha ve ſtarted, (viz.) That it was liſtening to a frailer 
part of cheir Inclination, which brought ſome Gentlemen WW: 
into this Matter: That all the Clemency of their Tem- "A 
pers, and Softneſs of their Diſpoſitions, would not ha ve 
prevail'd over their Senſc of Day, if there had not been in 
more glittering Motives, whoſe Power they had not ſelf- Wc. 
| denying Vert enough to r-fi{t ; Tho' if this was their 
s* Tcmpt»tion, 1 muſt ſtill acquit the Aggreſſors, I mean 75 
the Lords in the Tower; for who, in their Circumſtances, | 8 
would have ſpar'd their Ammunition where they knew 
the Fort would be reduc'd by Undermining, without the T 
hazard of Sorming. 115 5 5 
And as on the one Hand I believe, at leaſt hope, this is I. 
more than a Slander upon the Gentlemen, of whom it m 
zoken, fo, I dare ſay, the Reaſons ſome People have of 
uggeſt ſuch 7 thing, even to themſelves, are rather Mot 
n from what they have formerly heard, of the in- 
venice MONEY has hed upon thoſe Perſons in Times WM: 
R, to lead them againſt Principle, than from any real | 


: 7 o 
HW 


| telligence they have now had of the Facts” 
| It may be True, that the Suſpicion is encxeaſed by rhe C 
' Enowledge the World has had of the contrary Diſpoſiti- Ir 
on of the-Perſons ſpoken of in Days of old (viz.) How, a1 
in former Cimes, when the Adminiſtration of Publick Af- ta 
fairs uas been in ſome of their Hands, they have been * 
found as Deaf to the Importunities of the Miſerable, as fa 
Incaorable to ſupplicating Vertue, and diſtreſs d Inno- 
cence, as any Aſian Mute, commiſſien'd to the exerciſe fa 
of the Bow- String: How'they have been Eminent for vin- N 
dictive Tempers, and the Operations of the Spleen, as th 
any that have ſince ated their Parts; and hereto it has of 
* . been ſaid, I at it muſt be from ſome other Principle than _ 
that of Humanity and Compaſſion, that thoſe Perſons, ti 
however Great, ſhould be prevail'd with to 1 
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gor only taint their Honour and Families who are Guilty, 


I but muſt caſt ſome juſt Reproach upon thoſe who Intereſt  *? 
 Wthemſclves to ſa ve them. But as choſe are but Suggeſti- 


ons, I ſay no more of them. 


= 


ſs our view: Certain it is, if Fame lye not, That the pow- 


3 « . p 4 | x 
| rful Applications for Mercy for theſe Men, whether by 1 
ay * es of the Ladies Tears, the ſenſe of the Miss- 


fortunes ot fo many Perſons of Quality, or any meaner 


2 Winportunitics, I cannot ſay, had found Means to make 
2 Impreſſions upon ſome nearer the Throne than they them 
ſelves had, I believe, any e of; and as this was an 
r agreeable Surprize to the Unfortunate Gentlemen, ſo we 
1 {hall ſee the leſs Reaſon to wonder at their futuręè Con- 
duct on that Account, and this is partly the Reaſon why 
- 1 have entered into this Part at the Beginning of this 


Tract. | 


Lords ſeeing little reom to expect any Intereſt could 
made for their Efcape, had entertain'd ſerious Thou 
of Dying, and were rather ſomething Diſconcerted, t. 
otherwiſe Determined, as to what Anſwer the, ſhou 
Ms to the Impeachments which were brought agar” 
them. 88 ' „5 
Indeed, as ſome of them Expreſs'd it, I mean one: 
ready Executed, they hardly expected the Houſe 
Commons would have given themielyes the trouble oz 
Impeachments, in a Caſe which was ſo plain, and re- 
quir'd ſo little Ceremony, but rather have let the Laf 
take its ordinary Courſe, by Indictment and lea, an 
have left them to the Houſe of Peers, who mult nece{ 
ſarily have Condemn'd them. 
It has been ſaid alſo, by ſome of their Party, That thi 
fame Gentlemen had refoly'd to act what they call the 
Heroe, (viz.) To have given h Fact in Evidence a. 
their Tryal, and juſtify'd the Rebellion upon Principles 
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mous Tenets in Religions Diſputes, are not fit to be Men- 
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But to return to the Fact, as it ſtands Hiſtorically in 


Nothing is more Certain, than that before this the 


of Jacobitiſm; the Foundations of which, like 5 i 
tioned. That this had been to ha ys acted the W 
1 Z = 33) 46 


1 Clemency and Mercy to Men under the worſt of Circums” 
-* Witances, and Sentenc'd for Crimes which muſt neceffarily,” 
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And to have caſt themſelves intirely away beyond the 


reach of Mercy, and out of the Power of Interceſſors; 
- «nay, even out of the Rational Power of the Royal Cle- 


However we found this Notion was ſo revitted in the | 
Mind of one Perſon, if of no other of them, that nothing 


mency itſelf, is moſt certain; how it could Denominate 
them Heroes would have been their bufineſs to ſhew, I 


I 


> - muſt acknowledge I do not ſee any thing of that kind 


Fould, for ſome time, divert his Thoughts from it; and 
we have divers Accounts of his Conduct in that Parc, 
"How'he talk'd of Death, a la Cavalier: How he made 


- "the Scaffold appear to his Fancy, no more than a Scene 


in a Tragedy, which had nothing in it but Formaliry, to 


ma ke his paſſing off from the World a little Judicial. 
Ho he thought that Death there could have ro worle a 


Face than it had in the Streets of Preſton, Where he had 
look d on its Phyz with very little Apprehenſion, and was 


not at all afraid to ice it again. 


As theſe were the Views which for ſome time theſo 


© ,Geatlemen had, fo neither were they eaſy to be brought | 
d entertain other Notions 3 Indeed when the Time was 


Limited that they were Obliged to give in ſome Plea or 
other, and that they began to Took on the Thing with a 


*Rearcr, and, perhaps, a mere ſerious View, the 

not at all alike Determin'd; but all the Done 
this was, That it only made them a little, 
liſten to the Advid 


| *Circumſtances call'd for. V 
This ended in their Pleading Guilty to the Impeach- 
ment, and throwing themſelyes in the moſt Moving and 
Submiſive Manner poſſible, upon the King 
Ploring the Interceſlion of their Peers, who were their 
Judges, and of che Commons, who were their Accuſers, 
AI hing which, as is ſaid, One 55 thoſe now gone ſaid, 


Was much more difficylt todo t | 15 
I have heard many wile and good Men ſay, That let 
the Ends, which the fe Cen erden propoſed to were 
_ ſelves in it, bs what they would, That Pl ard 
Step they could hay aK, entirely to give Peace to their 


appear'd 
equence of 
areinclin'd to 
of their Council and Friends, and to 
Nature of their 
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Act by ſuch Meafares as Reaſon, and the: 
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s Mercy, im- 


nTO DIE. 


ea was the only 
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he W own Minds, and have good Men believe they were HHH. 
$3 red to an honeſt and juſt Principle; The Firſt, becauſe 
le- by it they had tryed the only Step left them to {ave their 
i WM Lives, and which they could not potlible be fully faris- 


» I #/d in omitting 3 and the Laff, becaufe the Contrary ha 

nd been a juſtifying and defending the Crime of Rebellion, 

which on no juſt Principle could be defended 5, and as! 

he W im well informed, theſe Arguments were prefled upon | 

ng chem with great Earneſtneſs by their Friends, ſo T have 

nd been told alſo, That the firſt, eſpecially, made a great 

ri. ¶ impreſſion upon them, in the Caſel ſpeak ft. 

de ut the: was a yet more powerful Argument to induce 

ne them to this Plea, and this is faid to be repreſented: to 

to WF them by the Agents they had employ'd as before, to ob- 

al. W tan the Interceſſion and Favour of the Great Perſons, of + 

- 2 W which 1 mentioned ſomething at firft 5 and this contains 

ad chi beſt Piece of Secret Hiſtory, which perhaps, has come | 

as to light in all this Affair. „ 
Suppoſe A. B. to be a Lady deeply intereſted in the 

o Caſe before us, and applying to one N. O. for his Inte- 

bt reg and Favour in bshalf of the Condemn'd Lords, While 

as W other Friends are ſolliciting as hard with other Great 

or pPerſons; let us digeſt their Diſcourſe as near as we can 

to the real Dialogue that paſt between them allowing that 

we can relate no more than Memory and our faithful In 

of telligence could convey. * EE, We 

to A. B. A diſtreſsd Lady, introduc'd by a Favourte,. 

to throws her ſelf at the Feet of N. O. with abundance of © | 

N Tzars, and in 2 ſhort Addreſs, beſpeaſs him thus 


He. 


My Lord, (ſaid ſhe) I come to implore your Pity to 
h. Number of Diſtreſsd but Noble Perſons, and articu- 
ad larly to my Lord; they are well aſſur d of the pow- *. 
. erful Influences your Lordſhip has 'ag well is the Coun- | 
er WF cils of ag in the the P., and without your Lord 
I'S ſhip's Aſſiſtances they art enhevitably loſt. 
d, N. O. Madam, Iam very ſorry it is {6 little in my P6- 


ver to help your Lord; bit I hade been already 
. — 2 n 


ly * Note, Suppoſe: the Balm infuſed hy theft means to 


ir WM ſoften: corroding Paſſions, arg pre vent Fermentation dE 1 
roy eee morolſe Humour. 


* _— Pleading Guilty to the Impeachments; I do not ſee 
| how it is poſſible any one can ſerve them, if they decline 


FT 10 
ken to, I ſup py at your Ladyſhip's Rehueſt, by my 
ord -——, an him aſſure you, that if my Lord 


a — 
= 


will be add. 1 ſhall do all for him that lies 
in my Power. | 
A. B. My Lord - „As theſe diſtreſs'd Prifoners } 


have no Friend fo able to adviſe them as your Lordihip, 
ſio you may be aſſured they will put their Lives and No- 
nmauour into your Lordſhip 8 Hand, and be guided entirely 


| Þ Advice. 
T5 N. O. Wh Madam, I am told they make a Diculty 


Pleading Guilty. 
A. B. My Lord -—-, I cannot anſwer that Particulsr 


farther than this; It is, ne doubt, hard to them to plead 
Guilty, eſpecially to all the Enlargements and Aggrava- 
tions in the Impeachments, tho' they are otherwiſe in no i: 
Condition to repell the Evidence. 
N. O. But they may plead Guilty in Generel Terms t 
they acknowledge they were in Arms, marched ſo and ſo, n 
And were taken in Fight, as the Impeachment exprefles | Ef 
it 5 this they cannot deny; and Pleading Guilty then is no 2 


© bus. Ay nn BY Loy A fray bend eo bo 


more than Confeſſing what it is to no Purpoſe to deny. 1 
A. B. But, my Lord, Pleading Guilty, is owning, d. 
Tha ing Ar Arms for King 5 is Rebell ion. on 

EE you, Madam, I am as much for King WW © 


Te my pr-ſent Circumſtances will allow; but in this 
Ucnſe it is impoſſible to help chem without it. But, Madam, 
my Lord Duke of has appointed to meet me a 5 
vening about this Affair: Your Ladyſhip may de 
on it, that we will conſider of the — Method to bre | 
my Lord , and we hope he will not ſcruple any thing | 
1122 we ſhall convince his Lordſhip is for his Intereſt; | 

A. B. I humbly thank your Ferdhig; 5 I know mx 
Lord depends entirely upon your Aſſiſtance, and is whol- ö 


Iy 1 yen up to your Meaſures. ch 
My Lady returns to the Tower, and finds there another th 
* who we ſhall know by the Letters L. R. who had IWW yo 
found Means to vifit the Lor D-— in his Impriſonment. Il be 
This Perſon, it ſeems, had likewiſe been with ſome Wl to 


E * on n the ſame E TH Pat wy nm; 72775 eich 
4. Wit | 
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to me? 
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4 


with N. O. and having, as we are inform'd, receiv d much. 
the ſame Anſwer, was Expoſtulating with my Lord D—  . 


— Pleading Guilty, which the other ftrenuouſly op- 
oled. . N de 
; My Lord, (ſays L. R.) how is it poſſible any Peer can 
{-rve you, if you have not firſt 3 the Fact? 
Pardon cra ved implies Guilt confeſs d: No Man can ask 
Mercy for you, while you ſtand upon your Juſtification. 
My Lord D— ſeem'd a little moved at that Propoſal, 
and with ſome Warmth replyed, But, my Lord, do you 


conſider the very Plea is a Renouncing my Sopereign: 


How can a Man of Honour ſtoop to that? Nay, how can 
any Man of Honour offer ſuch 2 Thing to us? ( ſays 
L. R.) My Lord, your Lordſhip knows that N, O. was 


always a fincere Friend to the Chevalier; he bid me af- 


ſure you that he is fill ſo in his Heart: You know he gave 
innumerable Evidences of it formerly, in the Time of his 
Adminiſtration 3 and if he has ſeemingly appear'd in ano- 
ther Intereſt now for ſome Time, you know well the 
Morives inducing, and alſo that it is with due Reſerves, 
and that he waits only an Occafion to declare himſelf; 
and you muſt be content, if you will ſave your Llfe, my 
Lord, now you are in their Power, to do as my Lord N. O. 
does, viz. Double and turn, and ſhew the ſmooth Face, 
or the rough, as Occaſion offers, and I confeſs I do no” 
{ee why you ſhould make it a Difficul xy. 
My Lord D., as if he was {urpriz'd, return'd : Ne. 
Difficulty, my Lord! Do you conſider that it is Perjury 
in the Abſtract; and tho* I am a Catholick, I have no 
Diſpenſation for breaking lawful Oaths ; I ought to dis 
rather than entertain a Thought of it. To this, L. R. re- 
turn'd coldly, I am ſorry for it, my Lord; it is certain, if 
you cannot do this Part, you muſt dye, there is no Man 


living can interpoſe for you. 


It ſeems, however, that Lord D was not willing 8 


ther to leave the Point, or to leave off the Diſcourſe,” and 
therefore iti held him in Suſpence; My Lord, (fays my | 
you may bs ſure Tam willing to fave my Life, but can I 
be guilty of Perjury ? How can N. O. offer ſuch a Thing 


B 2 N . | Ls, R. Told 1 


6 (12) | 
L. R. Told him, He could not ſay how far theſ: 
Things might deſerve the Name of Perjury, and brought 
in this famous Argument; Do not we that are Proteſtants, 
ys he, as firmly adhere to the Intereſt of King J— as any 
= Gai de you ice we are oblig'd to take all the Oaths 
Abjurarions, Aſſociations, &c. that they put upon us. 
Lord D— told hin gravely, He could not enter into 
that Caſe: I examine no Man's Principles, ſaid he, but 
my own, I have always acted upon an honourable Foot 
hitherto 3 and I think a Man of Honour can na more re- 
nounce his King than his Gd. 1 wang 
L. R. Szem'd ata full Stop at this, as indeed any Pro- 
teſtant might well be, and as if the Caſe was at a Point, 
reply d, That he could not enter into a Diſpute about O- 
Pinions and Principles: But, ſays he, if this cannot be, 
then I beg your Lordſhip will tell me if I can'{-rve you 
any other way. | 


* 


My Lord B. — not willing {till to quit the Diſcourſe, Y 
replied with this Queſtion : Why may not the Lords in- 


terpoſe tor Mercy to us after a Tryal, if we are found 


” 


Guilty? 


This diſcovered his full Deſign: But LR onen'd the | 


Caſe more fully to his Satisfaction, as follows: Says be, 
All that are your Friends now, will, no doubt, do {o, my 
Lord, but the Bufineſs lies another Way: It muſt not be 
1 tex Friends, bat the Majority of the Houſe that can do 
you, any Service; and do you vot think there will be a 


manifeſt Difference in the Inclination of the Peers to you, 


from the Influence or your Conduct, and as you behave 
well or ill? | 1 
Lord D ſcem'd not to underſtand him, and deſir d 
him to explain himſelf. . 5 

Why, ſuppoſe, (vs L. R.) on one Hand you plead 
Not Guilty, juſtify your {-}ves from your Loyalty, as 
vou call ir, to the Chevalier, which, by Conſequence, 
m iſt he in the higheſt manner provoking to the preſent 
Government, as it inſiſts upon the Title of their Enemy, 
and pretends to difown the Settlement here: Do you 


— , —⁰·w ng 


think, my Lord, {aid he, as many will incline to Com- 


paſſion, and as many will think you merit to be ſpar. d, 
28 Will be mov'd on the other Hand a generous Cle: 
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mency, when they {ze fo many unhappy Noblemen 


9 


1 throwing themſelves entirely at their Feet, and imploring 
5 their Interceiſion for unfortunate Men, who cry for Mer- 
87 4 cy. Pray confider this Caſe ſedately, my Lord, 8 
1y Perhaps indeed (ſays my Lord) there may be ſome 
1s Difference in that. To 3 
A great deal, my Lord, (continued L. R.) and there 
to are 2 great many Reaſons for it: We are to work upon 
ut Humane Nature in this Caſe, not upon Party Principles: 
ot if the Houſe were to go by Party, ou are loſt: You muſt 
e not think that all thoſe who may be brought to pity you, 
ire of your Side; if they were, it were no matter eh. 
o- WM you pleaded: But we are to move the Compaſſions of 
it, Men to your Perſons, who are Enemies to your Cauſe 3 
J- and with fuch differing Mcaſures muſt be taken: In a 
Xs word, my Lord, I muſt own, it is my Opinion that no 
gu other way can ſave you, act as you think at. | 
My Lord D----, as if he ſeem'd to yield, and that he ! 
le, 4 was convinc'd by theſe Reaſonings, return'd thus: Well, 
n- | and if I do plead Guilty, what will they do for ma? 
ad And what muſt do elle ? | | 
| Why, my Lord, (ſaid L. R) if you plead Guilty, v 
he | firſt caſt your ſelf upon the Mercy of he King, then 
e, muſt make a ſhort hand ſome Application to the Peel 
ny | intercede with His Majeſty for 5 Fardon.” 
be And muſt I call him King and Majeſty ? (fays L.) 
dg It muſt be fo, my Lord, (ſays L. R.) there can 
2 putting in a Word for you, unleſs you think fit f 
uy this length; and your Lord hip knows it to be fo 
ve asI 3 the Nature of the Thing requires it. To which 1 
D---- ſeeming moved again, return'd ſmartly : An 
d not your Lordſhip ſay your ſelf, that I deſerve mor 


dye than a Common Thief, if I can ſtoop to ſuch me 


ad i Things to fave my Life. EEE 

as i Says L.. R. I fee, my Lord, the Nicety of Honour wits. 
de, be your Deſtruction; Lam forry for your own Part, and 
nt yet more ſorry for the Injury ſuch an Obſtinacy will be ta 
% the reſt of the Noble Lords who are your Fellow-Prifo- 
Ou ners, who, I fear, will fare the worſe for it. 72 
T:- | You Hab me with that Expreſſion ; reply'd my Lord 
d, rather than they ſha!! ſuffer by me, III comply 
le- with any Thing, tho? I would not for any Danger of my 


OWN, © þ 


I.. R. Told him, He knew that Thought would 
touch his tender Part; that it Was indeed a Reflection 
Which any Perſon of Honour would immediately mae; 
that it was hard to let our Opiniatre endanger the Lives, 
© Honours, and Eſtates of our Friends. EE Barns 
To this, Lord D— as if yielding, ſaid little, but en- 
paired imo the farther Circumſtances of the Propoſal. 
And, ſays he, if we do agree to prevaricate, and merely 
to ſa ve out᷑ Lives, take this diſhonourable Step, for ſuc 
Vs muſt efteem it, as we ſha!l {peak againſt the Teſtimo- 
ny of our own Hearts when we do it, I fay, when we do 
thus, what then ? ß 15 | 
Says L. R. Then, my Lord, the Perſons we have been 
With, viz. N. O. B. and N. and ſeveral other Perſons 
of Honour, of the firſt Magnitude, have promiſed: to 
beſtir themſel ves. „ „ 
x _— is it they can do? ſays L. D— ſtill unſatis- 
A . . 
E Rather, my Lord, ſays the other, hat is it they can- 
not do? ; en apes 55 
1 mn my we no: have ſome View of their Meaſures ? 
1. | x ö 2 he | 
| Yes, yes, my Lord; ſays L. R.) you know they have 
tight to adviſe the King; and if they eſpouſe your In- 
eſt, you will find, perhaps, they may be brought to 
reſs the King in Parliament to pardon you, which if 
an obtain, your Buſineſs is over, for you hardly ever 
an Example where any Perſon who the Parliament 
tires d to ha ve ſpared, was Executed, altho the Crime 
| ht be equal, if not ſuperior. %% © of 
1 ed. ys L. D—, the Deſign ſeems well laid; an 


we not 


ddreſs will certainly do our Buſineſs : But muſt 


: : 
7 


| pply to the Houſe of Commons too??? e 
IL. R. Return'd, You may do ſo, if you pleaſe; but 
oe cannot anſwer for them in this Caſe'; for tho' the 
EF Houſe of Commons do often make, or paſs Acts of Obli- 
Vvion, yet in Caſes thus particular; we do not find often 
that the Houſe relents. The Commons are the Accuſers, 
and d ars juſtly incens'd at the Rebellion; and they cannot 
© fo reaſonably concern themſelves to interpoſe between the 
King and thoſe that have offended 3 but if the Lords do 
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we hope the Commons may be brought not to oppoſe it, 


if they cannot be brought to addreſs in your Favour; 


Says L. D—, Well then, we muſt for once ſtabp to be 
R-—s, and deny our Prince and our Principle to fave our 


Lives; but my Heart miſcgives, and tells me, "That it 
will never do; Heaven cannot approve. it, and will 


not bleſs it; and take it from me, when we have done 
ſo, it will not thrive, and it will be the only Sin of m 
Life I ſhall have to make Confeſſion of upon the Sca 
fold, for thither I ſhall come, and its better to come 


| there gallantly, and with the clear Soul of à Man of Ho- 


nour, than baſely loaded with Guilt and Contufion, and 


bearing Teſtimony againſt our ſelves, that we have ated 4 


diſhonourably: to ſave our Lives, and not ſa ved them 
neither. . 5 2 . 
He ſpoke this with great Earneſtneſs, and almoſt with 
Tears fa 
erceive it, which made him very paſſionately embrace 
b ing him, He ſaw with what Reluctance he did 


it, an- if it had been in his Power to have ſerv'd hi au 


other Way, he would rather have died than have prop 


fed it to him. | 


neceſſary for their Safety, the Lord D- is ſaid, iv.we 


ſtaken in their Meaſures, we ſhall take Notice of by and 


His Majeſty for 


their Friends, were, if ever, to be performed. 


<7 


By ſuch Arguments as theſe, and by the Sollicitation 
of thoſe Friends who ſtirr'd for them, who though+ 7 


revail'd upon to go into thoſe Meaſures which he pubs 
ſickly Repented of, when he found them ineffe&ual. 
How far both they, and their Friends alſo, were mi- 


by. | 


It is neceſſary to obſerve here, That after theſe Things 1 
were over, and the Priſoners had pleaded Guilty, ſpoken 


very handſomely, and Submitted in the loweſt Manner 
to the Peers, begging their Lordſhips to Interpoſe with 
1 


to be come, in which the Promiſes of N. O. and other 
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it, we doubt not but it will be ſufficient in this Caſe; and 
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nding in his Eyes, and his Friend could not but 
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4 ercy to them, as by their Speeches, 
which are made publick, and to which I refer, may be 
ſeen; I ſay after this was over, then the Moments ſeemd 


r 
j * 


the L dies, with all the moſt Moving and Paſſtonate 
Kepreſentations, acted their Part to perfection: None 
can ſay, They did not do their Duty to the u moſt; the 
# Powetful Intereſt they made among all the Men of Influ- 

& . ence, ſhew'd they were not wanting: All that Prayers 
and Tears can do, was done without Doors 3 at length 
= the Petition was brought into the Houſe of Lords, and 
being Receiv'd, it introduced a Debate. 

| Iam not allow'd to take notice of any Thing that was 
Tranſacted within the Houſe, other than by Generals, 
to wit, That their Friends did all that could bs expected 
of them, and that it was poſſible to do; and ſo tat has 
Clemency, and a Merciful Diſpoſition, the aſcendant o- 
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ver the Noble Perſons who compoſt that Iluſtrious Bo- 
dy, that thoſe Lords who ſpoke in Favour of the Con- 
denn'd Lords, had great Advantages, few caring to in- 
terpoſe, to put a ſtop to the Royal Goodneſs, or obftruct 
the Channel of Mercy to the Miſerable, oy 
= Tius, we may ſuppoſe, favour'd their Petition; and 
the Lords agreed to addreſs his Majeſty for Mercy, with 
4 Aa Reſerye to His Majeſty's Pleaſure and their Con- 
A, as might tell them however, that there was yet 
[ nething farther to be look'd for from them, if they es- 
F ited Mercy: How this was expreſs'd, is to be ſeen in 
i ec Addreſs, to which ws refen. 
| The Condemned Lords, it was ſaid, did not receive the 
li Jews of this Addreſs with that Pleaftire thattheir Friends, 
pFho ſaw not ſo far into it as forme of them did, expected; 
| - ghich, perhaps, was the Reaſon why one ſaid of them 
tbo warmly, they were not griteful to their Friends, 
Nor did they receive it all alike, ſome who penetrated 
into Things farther than others, ſc21Þg, Fe room 
for their Deliverance in it, and others juſt the con rury; 
ſo that while this Addreſs put ſome of them in Hopes 
chat they might deſerve Mercy, and confequently ha ve 
room to expect it, others of them ſaw foo only to de- 
pair this Deſerving Mercy, being a Term which they had 
is cer Notions of from other Men. 
It began now to appar to them, that they were decei- 
ved, when they thojizht that The Bitterneſs of Don 
ta 
to 4 
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was paſt 3 That the Peers, tho! they were prevail d wi 


Py. 
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to harbour ſome merci ful Diſpoſitions towards them, 
were very far from offering to impoſe upon the Govern- 
ment, or to preſs for Mercy, but on ſuch expreſs Terms as 


bis Majeſty ſhould find to be for the Honour of his 


Government, and the Safety of his Kingdom: So that 


it r2main'd for theſe Gentlemen to convince his Ma- 
jeſty, that they were proper Objects of Mercy, before 


they could comfort themſelves much from what was 


aſt. 8 | | Wie 
4 This Part leads us to the Second Part of our Work, viz. 
To mention ſomething of the Reaſons, ſo far as we hayes 
got Inſight into that Matter Without-Doors, Why the 
King, tho' mercifully inclin'd, and heartily ſorry for the” 
Neceſſity which his — 1 finds himſelf under to give 


the publick Juſtice ſo much Vent, yet could nor fee it rea- 


- 


erſon, 


ſonable to extend that INES is 8 2 den CW.” | 
| or whom thc Fapers : 


cited for to that particular 
may ſeem ta ſpeak. | 

The Speech, or Paper, left behind by the Lord Derr. 
tho” it does not [pk it in Words, yet intimates very 
plainly, That there has been 2 long Frain of Treaſons 3 a 
ſeeret Management of Parties and Perſons in the Prepar 


ing the lare Rebellion, and Concerting Meaſures for it; ³ 


and that there appeared a great Defire in ſome People to 
have it out; and, no doubt, it is true Intereſt of the pre- 
ſent Government to diſcover thoſe Things; and the Diſ- 
covery whereof might indeed contribute to the Preventing 
more of thefe unhappy Gentlemen coming to the like 


_ Greumftances with theſe, and ſo, in Effect, be of Ser- 

vice to their Friends: That theſe Gentlemen were priv 
to, and partly in thoſe Treaſons, there is little Reaſon to 
ons ; what elſe can be the Meaning of the Words in 
he Lord Der Speech, that Some Means have been 
propoſed to me for Saving my Life, which I look d on | 
as inconſiſtent with Honour and Conſcience, and ther- 
fore I rejected them. It is evident then that he was able 
to have complyed with the means propoſed, otherwiſe 


it would have been a Prevarication to ſay, That There: 
fore he rejected them; if he bad not been uncapable to 
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aw; 


have complyed, if he OLE in the ſaid Train of Lrea- 


"lons, Þ 
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"tons, if he had not been able to make Diſcoveries, hs 
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could with more Truth, and much more to his own Vi- 


-- dication, have faid, that it was not in his Power, and 

that therefore thoſe Propoſals were ineffectual to him. 
But while, on the other Hand, he rejected the Propo- 
* fal that was made to him, by which his Life might have 
ben ſaved”; Who was cruel to my Lord Derwentwater, 4 

bur my Lord Derwentwater; And who cauſed him to be 


- Z . 


E executed, the King or himſelf ? 


18 5 


. 


It is not worth while to examine here what he calls in- 
-conhitent with his Honour and Conſcience: If it was not 
- anconfittent with his Honour and Conſcience to rife in 


4 . " 


ens, that is as far as lay in him to Depoſa, Murther, 


and Deſtroy the King, and all his Royal Family; It can- 
not be inconſiſtent with -the. greateſt Clemency in His 


| 4 Majeſty to bring ſuch to the Block. But on the other 
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Hand, it was the higheſt Teſtimony imaginable of Royal | 
_ Clemency, to offer 15 Men their Lives upon their Ie- 
Itifying their Sorrow for the Crime, by giving a true an 
- faithful Confeſſion of all the Parts of 155 Deſign, as far 
{as they were really concern'd in it : While they deny this, 
What Token of Contrition, what Satisfaction of future 
Loyalty can they give? They pleaded Guilty, ſay their 
Party, and threw themſ-lves upon Mercy, and ſuch are 
g erally thought more proper Objects of Mercy than o- 


ters: But let us examine what is meant here by Plead- * | 
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ing Guilty, for except only ths: Form, I deny that they 
nl... oped 
2 My Lord Derwentwater very ingenuouſly explains what 
he underſtands by his Pleading Guilty, it is in his Speech 
at the Bar, the 13th of February: The ſaid Earl ac- 
knowledges with a real Sorrow, that at the Time in the 
Articles mentioned, he was in Arms, and with others did 
march thro?, and invade ſeveral Parts of this Kingdom. 


F The Law indeed accepts this as Pleading Guilty, becauſe I 
the Fact being ah the Law determines from. 

tt both the. Guilt and the But what = 
Wards 2 Penitent, or towards ſuch à Confeſſion as muſt 


enalty. But what's this to- 
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Crime of it ; laid open the Fra in of it, given in a FULL 


expreſs'd their Sorrow that they ſhould be Guilty of ſuch 


talk of Severity, tho none then of Injuſtice. 


„ („ wh 
When a2 Priſoner pleads Guilty to the Judge, he 
needs to own'nothing but th- Fact, the Court, as 1 laid, 
determines all the reſt, Io 
Zut when Priſoner pleads Guilty to his offended. 
Prince, to move and implore his Clemency ard Merch, it 
is not the Fact but the Crime that he mull charge himſelf 
with; it behoves him to come and acknowledge it thus: 
SIR, I own my {elf a Rebel to your juit Authority; 1 
am now willing to become your faithful Subject, to Re- 
cognize your Authority, and confeſs all my Rebellion. 
But in all theſe Gentlemen's Pleading Guilty, there is 


not one Word of Coufeſſing the CRIME, tho? there is 


of. Confefling the Fact, that they were in Arms, but do 
not own that they were Rebels Nay, my Lord Ren- 
mure is ſo honeſt, if the Paper ſaid to be left behind him 
be Genuine, as to acknowledge he prevaricated in his 
Pleading Guilty. | ER Ions 
Now let any Divine tell us, nay even let a Popiſh 
Prieft tell us, if this be ſound in Divinity. Does God 
Himſelf Pardon any Sinners that does not Confeſs their 
Of-nces, or that Confeſs one part, but will not Confeſs 
all? What claim to Mercy can any Chriſtian make upon 
any Scripture foundation, but upon a FULL and Sin- 
cere Confeſſion, I fay FULL and Sincere; He that 
hides his Sin ſhall not Proſper: But he that Confeſſes 


and Forſake ſhall find Mercy. Prov. 28, 13. 


Now theſe Gentlemen have indeed Confe ſs'd the Fact, 
and what is there in that? Where they not Evident, ank 
eaſy to be Proved; Was it in their power to Deny any > | 
Part? Were they not all taken in the Field of Battle 
with the Sword of Rebellion in their Hands? What 
thanks to them for that Plea 3 But if they had come in- þ | 
genuouſly and confeſs d the Treaſon, acknowleds'd the 
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Account of the Riſe and Progr: C: of it; and then have 


a horrid Crime; had this been done, and Mercy had 
been refuſed them, indeed they would had ſome room to 
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But this way of Confoffing does not; in my Opinion, 
reach the Caſe at all, they have made no Confeſſion of 
the Rebellion, tho' they have of their being in Arms 5 
in a Word, they have acknowledg d themſelves Rebels in 
"our Senſe, but they have not acknowledg'd that they are 
ſenſible of their being Rcb-1s 3 or that it is Rebellion in 
their Own Senſe and pray what docs all this amount to? 
For my ſhares I do not ſ they have pl-aded Guilty with 'F 
an View but that of the Scaffold. ns { 
The Confeſſion of a Peniteht is quite another thing, his 
Vohfeſſion wil! bo Compleat, will be Sincere, and he will 
be more afflic tor the Crime, than the Puniſhment. | 
Ag un he that confeſſes his Guilt, muſt confeſs all his 
EF Guilt, and all his 'Treafon ; and be cannot be ſaid to | 
make an ingenuous Conteffion that conceals any Thing 
he knows, which may be for the Detecting the Treaſon, |. 
i any Part lies conceal'd, or that may be for the Safety | 
and Advantage of the Prince, againſt whom he has of- 
—_— : 5 | 
And here comes in the Objection, This is againſt my 
Honour and Conſcience, becauſe it will Impeach my 
Friends, break the wicked Compact, the Engagement, 
r Oath of Secreſy taken with other Traytors, and what 
he n? The Conſequence is, he takes his Word again, 
is the Scots calls it relapſes to a Rebel in Inclination, and 
3 Pardon that he has acknowledg'd that little chat 
Ina Word, if theſe Gentlemen were not ſpar'd, it was 
becauſe they would have their Lives upon their own - 
WW Terms, or not at all; they would have Mercy ſhewn to 
them for Sins unconfelsd ; is there any one of them that 
bas given a full Narrative of all the Treaſons they have 
Committed ; They have acknowledg'd the capital Part 
indeed, which, as we may ſay, they could not avoid, or 
get clear of 3 but what elſe have they Confeis'd 2 Have 
they told the Government any one Thing which they 
did not know before? Had my Lord Derwentwater made 
ſuch an ing-nuous Acknowledgment of all he knew of 
the Rebellion, I am bold to fay, he would have Merited 
bm Mercy, and for that ReafonT believe he would have 
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But this manner of Confeflion, ſay they, would have - 
betray d Friends brought Great Men and Great Families 
to Ruin; and perhaps, a great many of them too 3 
and it is below the Honour of a Nobleman to turn In- 


former, | 1 | 

It were to be wiſh'd ſuch Men would put the Circum- 
ſtances they have brought themſelves to into the Bal- 
lance,. and confider that with the Point of H 


they ſpeak of: If they ſtood out either in their De- | 


tence, or if, after Conviction, had reſolv'd to meet 
Death as from the Hand of an Enemy, then indeed 


it could not be expected that they ſhould make any © 
ſuch Thing as a Confeflion. But when they lie proſtrate 
zt the Foot of Maje%+, Condemn'd by the Law, Ae. 
knowledging the Fach, and Imploring S this is 

| ould ve 
ect the Conditions upon which Mercy was offered the. 
| this is So inconſiſtent with the Nature of their 

ion, 


quite another Thing; and that theſe Men 


dubmiſſion, and aggra vates the Crime they were Guilty 


of before, and makes the Neceſſity of dealing with tbem 
in a Courſe of ſtrict Juſtice ; and this may be an hes | 


Reaſon againſ Mercy. 


It is below the Majeſty of the Government to name 


the Folly and Madneſs of their Friends as a Reaſon fo 
their Execution, and yet it delerves ſome Notice too 
No ſooner were theſe Men, vith the reſt of the Preſton 


Prifoners, come up, and had been a little while in Pri- 


ſon, but their Friends laugh'd loudly at the Government, 
telling them in their Teeth, that they durſt not put them 
to Death; as if the Power that was able to break them in 


the Field, ſhould not be able to puniſh them when in 


a 1 4 * 
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Priſon. But ſo prepoſterous have they heen in this Part, 


that they have puſht the Government almoſt upon the 
neceſſity of bringing them to the Block, to ſatisfy tha 


World that they dare do it. 


This is-very hard upon their F riends, and has made 


' their being brought to the Block very reaſonable in the 
preſent Government, if not abſolutely neceſſary; and 
it is worth while for them to confider it on ſeveral Ac- 

counts : (r.) How juſt tae King had been to haye execu- 
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ed many more, and have given that Inſolence of their 


Fend as the Reaſon of ir. And (2.) Whether tho for 


: Time paſt it has not been done; yet that if the King 
- hould think fit to execute ſome merely upon the Impor- 


tune of this Circumſtance, who otherwiſe his Majeſty's 
Gos dneſs might incline him to pardon ; I ſay, whether 


their Blood, tho” not innocent, would not be ſo to thoſe 
be laid at their Door. Eh 
ln the mean time, there is a more forcible Reaſon ſtill 
to give why his Majeſty may not have thought fit to ex- 
tend that Mercy to theſe Men, which otherwiſe, perhaps, 
they might have found,; viz. The continued 'Threatnings © 
of the Party ſtill to renew their Attemps, to return with | 


aà greater Force, and to revive the Rebellion, promiſing 
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to reſcue their Sufferers out of the Hand of publick Ju- 
ice, and to return the Treatment they have met with. 
Leet any one judge whether a threatening Enemy is an 
Objeſt of Mercy; and whether it would conſiſt with the 
Honour of His Majeity's Government, and the Safety of 
his Kingdom, to pardon Enemies that are Infng Lem 
when out of his Hands, and Conditioning with him even 
when they are in. 7 LH Ts | 3 
It muit be allow'd, that Clemency is the Glory of 2 
ting, and Mercy the Honour of his Government But 
Aemency is to be directed by Wiſdom, as the Sword is 
> bs manag'd by Council. Rebellious Subjæcts unhum- 
bled, can never be the proper Subject of the Prince's 
Clemency : Neither is Jaflics executed upon obſtinate 
| Rebels any Breach of Moderation in Government. 
And how is a Rebel humbled, that owns not his Re- 
billion to be a Crime? How is he an Object of Mercy, 
that will not acgept of his Liſe but upon his own Condi- 
tions? It's time to Capitulate when they are not in the 


Hands of Jaſtice. My Lord Nithiſdale, who has made 


om 
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bis Elcape, is in a much proper Poſture to aſk Mercy af. 
5 ter the manner they di 3 t n they Were. | He that im- 


plores Mercy, mutt firſt put himſelf into a Condition that 


denominates him a proper Object of Mercy, or he has but 
. 1 ; 4 . . ; 5 ' ] 
E little Reaſon to expect t e 
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His Majeſty, no doubt, has yet more and more forct= © 
ble Reaſons for not Granting the Mercy that was peti-- 
_ tion'd for to the late Lord Derwentwater, &c. but if not, 


I cannot think that theſe will make it evident to all the 


World, that it was not reaſonable for them to Expect | 


Mercy in the Circumſtances they were in, -or ſafe for His 
Majeſty to grant it. I hope thoſe who are left, will take 


deſerve better the Mercy they expect. 


care to behave more ſuitable to their own Intereſt, and to- 9 
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